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Florence could provide, and opened his literary career
in a delicate shower of Latin verse and light Italian
comedy. The first Medicean restoration, coming
as it did when he was twenty years of age, and
shattering all the brilliant expectations which had been
framed out of the triumph of liberty by men of his class
and set, forced the central problems of statecraft
upon his mind. To think of statecraft was to think
of Venice, the supreme mistress of political wisdom.
Giannotti visited the city of the lagoons, and in a
graceful dialogue, composed in 1526 but not published
till 1540, explained the anatomy of the Venetian State
and expressed his admiration for its manifold virtues.
Using a simile which quickly passed into the general
currency of thought, he likened the Venetian con-
stitution to a pyramid of which the base was formed
by the Gran Consiglio, the apex* by the Doge, and the
intervening stages by the Collegio and the more
numerous Consiglio de' Pregati. Such a union of
the many, the few, and the one seemed to him to be
the true political compound, conformable alike to
the prescriptions of Aristotle and to the natural
postulates of political stability. The young Florentine,
whose own city had fallen back into the control of
a despot, looked with eyes of envy upon the aristocratic
republic which had contrived for so many centuries
to occupy and inspire the patriotism of its members.
Nothing, he asserts, is more calculated to elevate the
human soul than the task of government, nothing
more certain to debase it than exclusion from public
affairs. To live under a tyranny is to live " without
high thought/' a life " worse than the animals/' for
what is tyranny but a government framed with the
express object of making men " so base and vile that